"When businessmen meet for pleasing my friend, the
talk Is always of business.

'Quite so.3

'Again, it is possible that we may be able to be of service
to one another. Co-operation, you understand? It is most
important in business. That is what I tell the work-people
in my factories. If they will co-operate with me, I will
co-operate with them. But they must co-operate with me
first. Co-operation cannot be one-sided.'

'Of course not.'

'What's he saying?' inquired Skelton. 'I've heard the
word co-operation ten times.'

'He says that co-operation is important.'

That's fine.'

'Did you know/ pursued Monsieur Duclos, 'that Major
and Madame Clandon-Hartley are leaving tomorrow?'

'Yes.'

'Someone, clearly, has lent them money. Curious, is
it not? Personally, I would not lend the Major money.
He asked me for ten thousand francs. A trifling sum. I
should not miss it. But it is a question of principle. I am
a businessman.'

'I thought it was two thousand francs he wanted. That
was what you told me before.'

'He has increased his demands,' he said blandly. CA
type of criminal, without a doubt.'

'Personally, I should not have thought so.'

*A businessman must have an eye for a criminal.
Fortunately, English criminals are always very simple.*

'Oh?'

'It is well known. The French criminal is a snake, the
American criminal a wolf, and the English criminal a rat.
Snakes, wolves, and rats. The rat is a very simple animal.
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